
HELLO!
I’m Sarah Withee
Polyglot software engineer
Robotics/hardware tinkerer
International conference speaker
Girls of Steel mentor



Theodosius and Rorschach



What I Do
Do I just bang on the keyboard all day?



What They Think I Do



What I Really Do



18F (part of the General Services Administration)



Before / After



My Current Project

✘ They have 10 sites
✘ 700+ social media

accounts
✘ Old look
✘ Not mobile-friendly
✘ Bad search tool
✘ Not focused on what 

users are looking for
✘ … and more



How did you get here?



Elementary School
Where the baby geek Sarah started



Commodore 64 (Released 1982)



Demo goes here



That Program

10 T$=“Hello everyone!”

20 TL=LEN(T$)

30 FOR I=0 TO 40-TL

40 PRINT SPC(I) T$

50 NEXT I

60 FOR I=40-TL TO 0 STEP -1

70 PRINT SPC(I) T$

80 NEXT I

90 GOTO 30

RUN



Games Mazazine



High School
Computers grew up, and so did Sarah



Evolution of Home Computers, 1980s - Today



QBASIC



Visual Basic



Geocities: Personal home pages from the 1990s



Misc High School Activities

✘ Tech Theater (Lights, Sound, Set Design, etc.)

✘ Morning Announcements/Video Production 
Team

✘ Worked on School Web Page



College
Well, the first time anyway…



College, Round 1 (2001-2006)

✘ Went for Computer Science

✘ … didn’t do much there…

✘ … eventually dropped out…



4-Bit Calculator, from scratch (logic gates) (2003)



Post-College

✘ 2008 Financial Crash

✘ Eventually found job, got back on track
✘ Started my own company repairing 

computers and making websites

✘ Got myself back together for college



College…  again!
Here’s where I thrived!



Hackathons and ACM Programming Competition Teams



University of Missouri-Kansas City’s IEEE Robotics Competition Team



FIRST Lego League and FIRST Tech Challenge mentoring (2011-2016)



Missouri, Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas Women in Computing Conference (2011)



Missouri, Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas Women in Computing Organizers (2011-2017)



Conference Speaking at Code Mash 2019



Today
What am I doing nowadays?



Jobs

✘ E-commerce (online shopping) company
✘ Technical consulting
✘ Regional bank
✘ Medical research institute
✘ Healthcare data analytics company
✘ Agriculture data analytics
✘ Software consulting

✘ Federal government



Mentoring for Girls of Steel



Conference Organizing (this is Virtual !!Con 2021)



Being a guest on podcasts and panel discussions



International Conference Speaking



Live Coding on Twitch



Code Thesaurus, an open source developer reference tool I created



Final Thoughts
Some advice for you



Final Thoughts

✘ Explore and try new things

✘ You don’t have to always be good at them

✘ Fill your life with fun, smart, and encouraging 
friends



THANKS!
I’d love to hear from you!
You can find me at
✘ Web: https://geekygirlsarah.com
✘ Email: hello@geekygirlsarah.com
✘ Discord: geekygirlsarah#0001
✘ Social media: @geekygirlsarah

https://geekygirlsarah.com/
mailto:hello@geekygirlsarah.com

